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Martin Luther's Toilet Flushed Out

By Rossella Lorenzi, Discovery News

Oct. 25, 2004 — German

archaeologists have discovered the

birthplace of the Protestant

Reformation — a stone toilet on

which the constipated Martin Luther

wrote the Ninety-Five Theses that

launched the creation of Europe's

Protestant churches.

Scholars had always known that the

16th-century religious leader suffered

from acute constipation and spent

hours in contemplation on the toilet

seat.

"Luther refers to a secretus locus

monachorum hypocastum or cloaca;

that is the monk's secret place, the

sweat chamber or the toilet," the late

American psychoanalyst Erik Erikson

wrote in his best selling book "Young

Man Luther."

Despite Luther's candid account of his

daily battle, nobody knew the location

of his "cloaca" (Latin for sewer)

where he made his reformatory

discovery.

"We just had no idea where this sewer

was," Stefan Rhein, the director of the

Luther Memorial Foundation, told

reporters.

The "secret place" of constipation and

revelation remained unknown until excavation work to plant a

garden in the grounds of Luther's house in Wittenberg, south-west

of Berlin, brought to light an annex of his house.

Among the remains, the archaeologists found a nine-by-nine meter

(about 30-by-30 foot) room, a vaulted ceiling, and a niche with the
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(about 30-by-30 foot) room, a vaulted ceiling, and a niche with the
450-year-old toilet.

Though it was made of stone blocks, the toilet was very advanced
for its time, featuring a 30-centimeter-square (about 12 inches) seat
with a hole and a cesspit attached to a drain.

According to Rhein, the finding represents an important human side
of Luther, on whose texts scholars concentrated for centuries.

Martin Luther (1483-1546), a priest who taught biblical theology at
Wittenberg University, is credited with starting the Reformation
when he nailed his 95 Theses to the door of All Saints Church in
Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517.

Among other things, the Theses attacked papal abuses and the
selling of indulgences by church officials, saying that salvation is
granted because of faith, not money.

Under the religious leader, and with the support of German princes,
a large number of Christians split from the Roman Catholic Church.

Along with the toilet, the archaeologists also found the remains of a
floor heating system — an advanced feature that might have made
Luther's time in the lavatory a bit more comfortable.

Get More Current News: 
Study: Platypus Retains Bird Sex Link 
Brain in a Dish Flies Plane 
Private Spaceship Faces Deadline 
Human Demand Stripping Earth
Aura Seers May Have Synaesthesia 

Pictures: AFP |
Contributors: Rossella Lorenzi |

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Discovery Channel | TLC | Animal Planet | Discovery Health | Science
Channel | Planet Green 

Discovery Kids | Military Channel | Discovery News | Investigation
Discovery | HD Theater | Turbo | FitTV

HowStuffWorks | TreeHugger | Petfinder | PetVideo | Discovery
Education

Visit the Discovery Store: Toys & Games | Telescopes | DVD Sets |
Planet Earth DVD | Gift Ideas

By visiting this site, you agree to the terms and conditions
of our Visitor Agreement. Please read. Privacy Policy.

ATTENTION! We recently updated our privacy policy. The changes
are effective as of September 10, 2008.

To see the new policy, click here. Questions? See the policy for the
contact information.

Copyright © 2012 Discovery Communications, LLC.

 



The leading global real-world media and entertainment company.


